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Little Rock, Arkansas 1957
Integration of Public Schools
– Closing all-Black schools;
– Firing Black teachers;
– Bussing Black students to formerly all-White schools;
– White flight;
– Private schools surge;
– Decreased funding to low-income schools;
– Students of Color forced to accept and adapt to an educational system that 
favored Whites over all other racial groups (hooks, Teaching to Transgress, p. 
37)
The Canon :traditional collection of writings, against which other writings are 
evaluated.
The Role of Teachers and Educators
When teachers refuse to acknowledge or discuss issues of race 
with their students “they become part of the race talk 
problem...Instead of teaching children how to address and talk 
openly and honestly about issues of race, they model behavior 
similar to their parental counterparts: Race is a taboo topic and 
should be avoided or ignored” (Sue 212).
Critical Race Pedagogy (CRP)
– Places emphasis on race
– Centers race and racism
– Validates experiential 
knowledge of Students of Color
– Deconstructs dominant ideologies 
in the classroom
– Works to help students develop 
positive cultural/racial/ethnic 
identities








Code Switching Lesson Plan
Four Corners Activity Questions
– My racial identity is most important in defining who I am. 
– The way I was taught to speak at home mirrors the way I speak in 
school. 
– There isn’t much I need to change about myself, my dress, or the way I 
speak in order to be accepted at my school. 
– When I am away from school, I need to change the way I speak in order 
to be accepted by my friends and family. 
Objectives
• Students will be able to define 
Code Switching and Code 
Meshing; 
• Students will be able to discuss 
the pros and cons of Code 
Switching; 
• Students will be able to 
recognize how they use Code 
Switching and Meshing in their 
own lives; 
• Students will be able to 
recognize that Code Switching 
has greater implications for 
minorities; 
• Students will be able to practice 
Code Meshing by working in 
small groups to write a poem 
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